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CORRESPONDENCE
1o the Editors of “The Observatory?!
Asrrosenmers A painst the Tide

I received a review copy, from another journal, of Asainst the Tide, edited by
M. Lopez Correduirs and C. Castra Perelman, and would like to add some thoughys
to those provided in Blisabeth Griffin’s firm bar balateed review which appeared in
the February issue (129, 32), particularly concetning the ayronomers represetired.
These are {in order through the volume) Wolfgang Kundt, H. C. (Chip) Arp, Tom
van Flandernf, and editor Lopez Corredoira himself All are a1 lenst acquaintances,
of § 1o 45 years” standing. What hus cach worked on that bas resulted in ncar-exclu-
yiem from the mains-stream wsironemics] community?

Arp. Morc than 40 vears of imaging of pocnliar galades (many from his own Adas
sherwing (80s, s, nearby in the sky, often on epposite sides, which he has inter-
preted 4 indicatng that the Q505 were ejected from the galedes and $o az¢ not at
the distances indicated by their redshifis. Yes, I tried to talk im oue of focusying on
this in 1945, when we shared time at Paloear in bad weather, T failed.

Ve Flaryfern, For many vears a steff member at the US Naval Observatory, where
he concluded that his vhservations of Solar Sysiem kinernatics implied a significant
change in the value of (7, which waz not accepred or confirmed by others. More
rceently, he has pur forveard an “caploding planet’ hypothesis to interpret the dynam-
1cal evolution of ehe Solar Systern, which has fad into a chatming Isaac Asimov story
congerning Prof. Moviaro's mestse O the Dymamics of an Aserovd, But this i= not
van landern’s fault!

Lopez Corredairg. First, he wag in s priority dispure on reasonably copventional
observations and interpretations of the central-bar struchare in the Milky Way, but
also he way involved in quasar/fJSC-like objects that he has imaged in the vicnity
of nearby galasies,

Kaendr. Unlilke the others, primarily a thenrist with 2 background in high-energy
physics, bat if there is a non-standard way of looking at anything — neutton srars,
X-ray Dinaties, G12Bs, AGNs, cosnic-ray aceelerslion, plate toctonics, Tanzusk,
cvolution of the Harth's stmosphere — Wolfzang has probusbly thouglt and weiren
about it

What are they complairing sbour? Lack of access my astro—ph, not being allowed
tc: make cenference presentatinny, rude rejection lemers frorn editors, msufficient or
rir ubserving time to make progress oo their interpretarions of wirons phenormeta.

What arc my credentials for thinking abom these issnes? Tam aot an “authorized
author” allowed to post things on ssro-ph. (Admittedly T have never asked.) Perthaps
tnore Inportant, T was married for more than 258 vears to Toe Weber, the pioncer of
gravitarional-radiation-detection technology, who was “voted off the island” of pencr-
ally accepred phisics somewhere atound our 5th anniversary.

In trurh, 1 ddisagree abour the sciendific issnes (which Arp of the four explains most
completely’ un mest or all of the topics addressed by the four ARTEONIEr-guthors,
but {as Volaire did not say), I will deferd their right to prezent their ideas, in PUsters
if not in conpributed talks, if not to the death, at least to the level of resigning from
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the SOC, 8o far, itmnst be said, wheree this soreof thing has come up other members
of the SOCs agreed with me sufficiently that nome of us resigned.

Yours faithtully,
Yrgia TiimMers
Department of Fhysics
Hupscrsiny of California
Tevine, CA ozag7
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tDeceased zoog Jannary q.

REVIEWS

Surviving 1,000 Cemuries: Can We Do It?, by E.-M. Bonmer & L. Wolter
(Spripger, Heidelberg)l, 2008, Pp. 462, 24-F % 75 m. Prce
£26°50/839°95/£34-95 (hardbound; ISBN 97% 1 387 74033 3).

Modeds of the evedution of the Sun predict fairly convincingly that the ultimate
fute of our [arth iz 10 bacone o molien balt with no remaiping somoephere, in
about ¢ ballion years time, and then, in about 7-6 billion years, to be zwallowed
By the Sun. S0 unless the luman race can find a way of spreading through the
Cralicy, and hopping feom one star to another as their host star evolves to become
a red piant, we cerrainly can't survive for a billion years. But then we have only
been around az a specics for lews than 100 Q00 years, so perhapy a billion years is
a bit ambiricns. Can we cven deubls our present enancy, and survive anoiher
140 OO0 Yearss

That is the question ssked by the authors of this wide-ranging (and heavy,
at about 1 k) book, authors whotn readers will recognize as two well-known
astronomers with International reporacdoans as scientiscs and alzo a great deal of
management expemence within Buropean organizations. They are thus well- -
eouipped to understand 1he enormos organizational problems that ave inhercnt
n getting lrem our current exponetially prowing population, which expects an
eyual growth m hiving srandards for everyone, to a stable population of around
17 billion Cwhich they regaed ag the maxinmum possible) living satisfactory lives in
g weroegrowth economy. They believe that this is techpically possible but to get
there, 10 quele their last pase, “._ is 2 nareow path in time that 31 natiens mest
successtully go thwough collectively and not ipdividuaslly” And there’s the ruln
can we indeed achieve the depree of international co-operation thar is essential?



